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Homeless Management Information System

WACO, TX (October 1, 2020) — The City of Waco has contracted with Prosper Waco
to administer the Homeless Management Information System (HMIS), which is the
federally funded program to track homeless populations and to understand their needs.

Prosper Waco will provide data management and a reporting system for participating
providers serving Greater Waco’s homeless and low-income population with a variety
of services.

“We are proud to begin this new responsibility to provide data coordination for the City
of Waco,” said Suzii Paynter March, CEO of Prosper Waco. “We have experience and
expertise in handling data but do not provide direct social services.”

“Prosper Waco is a data driven organization and is equipped to oversee the HMIS
administrator position. We are confident in the work they have provided within the
community and excited to partner with them to assist in data collection for the City of
Waco, “said Raynesha Hudnell, Community Services Interim Director.

The Heart of Texas Homeless Coalition uses HMIS to coordinate data upon entry into
services, track services provided to people who are experiencing housing instability.
This includes people who are “couch surfing,” need rental assistance, live in a shelter,
or have no shelter.

Prosper Waco’s Sammy Salazar, community data specialist and HMIS administrator,
will manage the day-to-day operations of HMIS. Contact Salazar at
HMIS@prosperwaco.org for technical assistance related to HMIS.

One aspect of the Homeless Coalition’s work is the annual Point-in-Time (PIT) count.
The 2020 figures revealed 234 people in Waco with housing instability. Prosper Waco
will support the PIT count by the coalition and its partners in January.

Homeless services through a variety of providers are funded by private donations,
foundations, and the U.S Department of Housing and Urban Development. The local
continuum of care consists of six counties (Bosque, Hill, Falls, Freestone, Limestone,
and McLennan).
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