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Introduction
●
●

College applications are a dreaded, but necessary, part of the college
experience.
With research and preparation, applications do not have to be scary.

Types of Applications
●

●

●

The Common Application
○
○

Used by over 900 colleges.
Fully online.

○
○

Less participating schools than the Common App.
Used by three Ivy League schools and other more
competitive institutions.

Universal Application

Individual Application
○

●

Speciﬁc to the school, but many of these schools
still accept the Common App.

Shared Application
○

Used by state colleges.

Common App Overview
1.

2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

Gather materials: (high school transcript, test
scores, list extracurriculars and academic
achievements)
Request letters of recommendation
Add colleges to your list
Fill out “Common App” questions
a. Choose which essay prompt best appeals to
you
Fill out college speciﬁc questions
Pay application fees and submit

Apply Texas Overview
●
●
●
●
●
●

Acquire high school transcript, biographical information, test
information
Extracurricular, Personal, & Volunteer Activities
Employment, Internships, & Summer Activities
Special requirements that the school demands, essays, short answer
questions, etc.
Pay application fees and wait for a response
Apply Texas is only for Texas Schools
○

UT Austin, TCU, SMU, Trinity, Sam Houston, Austin College

Fees
●
●
●
●
●
●

College fees include tuition, housing, food plans,
enrollment, and supplies.
The average total for a 2-year public college was $12,230
per year.
For a public 4-year school, the average total was $25,362.
Several factors can increase the fees and tuition, such as
living in a single dorm room, going to an out-of-state
college, or attending a private college.
Some programs can decrease the total cost of a college
through either academic or athletic scholarships.
Scholarships can range from a small portion of the total
tuition, to the total tuition for college.

Which schools use which applications?
●

The most popular way to apply is with the Common App
○

●
●

Requires high school transcript, standardized test scores, recommendation letters, and a personal essay

Most other forms of applications have similar requirements.
Some colleges have their own form of application with certain requirements.

Frequently Asked Questions
●

How many Colleges should I apply to?
○

●

Should I apply early?
○

●

Generally, it is a good idea to apply to at least 6 but no more than 15. This is comprised of two to three safety
schools, two to three target schools, and two to three schools that are considered a “reach.”
In most cases, applying under early-decision can lock you into that school, so make sure to be certain that it is a
valid school for your needs

Should I apply under the Common Application or the Coalition Application?
○

Both applications apply to a large amount of schools, and schools that accept either to do not prefer one over the
other. With that being said, the Coalition Application is more speciﬁcally tailored to students who are typically
underrepresented within the college application process.

Thank you!

