Waco Downtown
Cultural District

... THE NEXT 10 YEARS

Presented by

Chris McGowan, Creative Waco



Background

Waco Downtown Cultural District was formed April 19, 2016 by City of
Waco resolution. It was recognized by Texas Commision on the Arts,
September 2016.

This initiative has helped catalyze:

" Increased arts funding into Waco >10X

" Growth in local arts economic output by 17% in 5 years (when
national output decreased)

™ " Return of >$4 in local sales tax revenue for every $1 invested by

City of Waco in non-profit arts programming

(from AEP6 Economic Impact Study, Americans For the Arts)
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Why We Are Here?

1. To support continued state
recognition & designation of
Waco Downtown Cultural District
(10 year requirement)

1. To approve application for
expansion of Waco Downtown

Cultural District

1. Submission deadline: June 12




Why Should the Cultural District

1. To include new and strategic cultural infrastructure, public art, and venues
2. To broaden opportunities for arts-related partnerships and grant funding,

3. To support cultural tourism, economic development, placemaking, and public
engagement across downtown

4. To include areas of strategic arts & cultural growth (e.g. riverfront corridor and
East Waco)

5. Cultural District would now include:

McLane Stadium e Foster Pavilion e Bledsoe Miller STEAM Center ® Mayborn
Museum e Texas Sports Hall of Fame e Texas Ranger Hall of Fame and
Museum @ Art Center Waco e 135 underpass ® Hurd Welcome Center o
Martin Museum @ Jones Theatre ® Mabee Theatre ® Jones Concert Hall ®
ArtPlace @ Yellow Cottage ® McCoy Studios e riverside trail connections and
public art



Proposed Waco Downtown Cultural District
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Request tog@isAeI8"ETde

1. To support Creative Waco'’s application to Texas
Commission on the Arts for continuing recognition of the
Waco Downtown Cultural District

1. To support a request to expand the boundaries of the
Waco Downtown Cultural District in order to include key
cultural assets
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