
COMMUNITY 
STAKEHOLDERS
Waco Lions 
International, Waco 
Foundation, Heart 
of Texas Fair and 
Rodeo, Junior 
League of Waco, 
McLennan 
County, City of 
Waco, Waco City 
Council, United 
Way of Waco-
McLennan County, 
Rotary Club of Waco, 
Baylor University 
and Waco Parks and 
Recreation.

Since 2018, plans have been crafted to 
transform Bridge Street into a “festival 
street” dedicated to hosting events 
that draw the community together. This 
“festival street” will run from Martin 
Luther King Jr. Boulevard to Mann Street, 
converting a total of three blocks into a 
hub for people to gather. 
As of late summer, much of the pavement 
has been poured, some of the seating has 
gone in and the stage is up. There will also 
be trees, art, colorful crosswalks and a 
dedicated plaza. Recently, the City of Waco 
agreed to help establish a safe crosswalk on 
MLK Jr. Blvd which will invite folks who walk 
the Suspension Bridge to continue on into 
East Waco to explore Bridge Street.
The intent of the Bridge Street Project is to 
cultivate a space that reflects the heart and 
soul of East Waco. City Center Waco started 
the project by convening focus groups of 
neighborhood members to speak into the 
planning of such a space.  They described 
their neighborhood as a “front porch 
neighborhood”, a sentiment that the Bridge 
Street Project seeks to reflect. With the 
“front porch style” seating areas, the plaza, 
and so on, Bridge Street will be a place to 
swing by, take a seat, and stay for a while. 
We can’t wait!

City Beat is our weekly news report 
produced by the Waco City Cable 
Channel where we bring you the 

latest stories from around the City 
organization and community.

Posted weekly to the website: wccc.tv, 
and on the City’s social media accounts.

The City of Waco, Lions Park Trust Board, and many community 
partners, are pleased to announce the revitalization of Waco’s beloved 
treasure Lions Park! This project will be included in a much larger 
planning project to include the entire park at 1716 N 42nd Street in 
Waco.

PARK HISTORY
Lions Park was established in 1952 by the Waco Lions as a unique and 
widely popular place for children. Volunteers and other community 
organizations have donated hundreds of hours and numerous 
resources to contribute to this local institution. The park has 
entertained generations of local families and visitors to Waco and is a 
must-do stop for any child, or children at heart.

ABOUT THE PROJECT
The inspiration and guidance for a revamped Lions Park stems 
from a community survey conducted two years ago. In 2018, Waco 
Foundation convened a group of partners interested in the park, 
and ultimately commissioned a survey that received more than 
2,000 responses from Wacoans. The results of the survey were 
overwhelmingly positive when asked about its value to the community. 
While the park will temporarily close to undergo a strategic planning 
and rebuilding process, the City of Waco anticipates committing $2 
million to ensure the brightest future for Lions Park in addition to 
keeping the public informed along the way lionsparkwaco.com.

WHERE WE ARE NOW
We are in the very beginning stages of this exciting project, which 
mostly involves filing the appropriate permits, putting safety 
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Be part of a revitalizationBe part of a revitalization

Are you watching City 
Beat Weekly News?

Sign 
up for 

eNews!

Waco’s beloved treasure is being re-imagined for a bright future

Bridge Street Project

We need your help! 

If you are interested in learning 

more, receiving updates, and 

potentially contributing to 

future planning of the 

park, sign up for 

updates at: 

lionsparkwaco.com.

Revitalization

Sign up

precautions in place, and preparation for demolition. Waco residents will 
soon see the site cleared and fencing put in place as we move into the next 
phases. The layout and features of the park will be evaluated in the design 
process.

GETTING INVOLVED
When we move into the park’s design and development portion of this 
project, the community will be tapped for input and collaboration, AND our 
community’s kids! 

Photo: August 2021

Kyle to get new pic
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THINKING OF A NEW CAREER?
CURRENT POSITIONS (SNAPSHOT):

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR PUBLIC HEALTH

CVB SALES REPRESENTATIVE

LANDFILL OPERATOR

SENIOR SOLID WASTE 
OPERATOR/CDL

TREATMENT PLANT 
OPERATOR

LICENSED VET TECH

BUILDING INSPECTOR

RECREATION AIDE

DISPATCHER

The City of Waco is always hiring and has 
numerous positions that might be the 

perfect fit for you! The workforwaco.com 
website is easily accessed and searchable. 

Create an account, apply for open positions, 
and receive notifications for 

openings within job categories 
you are interested in. We offer 
competitive benefits including 

health, dental, vision and a 
strong retirement package. 

Find out what it’s like to ‘Work 
for Waco’ and help impact the 

future of our community!

WE’RE
HIRIN

G
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The Fall Reading Fitness Challenge continues NOW through December 
31st!  Join fellow readers for a chance to earn badges this fall! Meet the 
goals (1,500 minutes and 150,000 steps) and get an awesome wristband 
to keep your fitness challenge going!

CURRENT PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS
October 21st at 10 a.m. - Building and 
Researching Your Family Tree: A 12-part 
series online, and this month we’ll help 
you take the first step to share your 
family knowledge by writing a bio-sketch. 
Interview your ancestors, then take your 
data and tell your family’s story. This 
video will debut on October 21st, but will 
continue to be available at: youtube.com/
wacolibrary

There are so many more programs to 
choose from! The library event calendar is 
subject to change based on reopening protocols in place at 
the time of the scheduled event. Scan the QR Code (right) 
for a calendar of all things library or online at calendar.
wacolibrary.org for the most up-to-date information!

The mission of the City Secretary’s Office is to provide 
knowledgeable, efficient and respectful service to the City Council, 
Staff and Community. The City Secretary is the steward for 
transparent open government and is responsible for efficiently, 
preserving and maintaining the official records of the City, 
coordinating regular meetings of the City Council and calling special 
meetings upon request of the Mayor, City Manager or Council 
Members.

The City Secretary conducts annual general city elections, 
coordinates boards and commission appointments, posts public 
meeting notices, issues various licenses and permits, coordinates 
request for public information, and serves as the records 
management officer for the City. The department also provides 
administrative support to the Council and is the local filing authority 
for officials filing Texas Ethics Commissions forms and reports 
including appointing a campaign treasurer, personal financial 
statements, conflicts of interest statements, campaign finance 
reports, and affidavits of substantial interest.D
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The happy folks at the Cameron Park Zoo officially broke ground on 
the new hoofstock barn with the help of McLennan County Officials, 
Waco City Council and the City Management Team!

The barn was approved as part of a recent bond election and the 
project will eventually include a new education center and a penguin 
exhibit. The hoofstock barn is scheduled for completion by December. 
We can’t wait to see this project take shape! (Photo: August 2021)
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FALL SPORTS LEAGUES
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School is back in session, which means flu season is upon us. Flu symptoms can 
include a sudden fever, chills, sore throat, runny nose, muscle and joint pain, and 
a cough that can last up to two weeks. The flu can worsen certain chronic health 
conditions such as heart disease, lung disease, and diabetes

Tips and tricks to avoid getting or spreading the flu:

• Wash your hands often with soap and water throughout the day.  
• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth.

Find Your
Neighborhood
Association
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HELP US FIGHT THE FLU!

• Clean frequently touched surfaces.
• If you have the flu, stay home for at least 24 hours 
after your fever is gone.
• Cover your nose and mouth when you cough or 
sneeze.
• Follow recommendations from your doctor.
• Get the Flu Vaccine (recommended for everyone 6 
months and older).
Get vaccinated! Find the flu vaccine at your 
local pharmacy, doctor’s office, or the Waco-
McLennan County Public Health District.  For more 
information on flu prevention visit: CDC.gov. 

Join the Library’s Online 
Reading Challenge

The Cameron Park Zoo 
is back with the 10th 
annual Allen Samuels 
Dodge Chrysler Jeep 
Ram Fiat Brew at the 

Zoo!

Make plans for 
Friday, October 

15th or Saturday, 
October 16th.  

Stroll the zoo from 
6 p.m. - 9 p.m. and 
enjoy brews from 
regional breweries 

each night.

The animals will be tucked away for the 
night at 7:30 p.m. and bars will close at 9:30 
p.m. Your ticket includes a tasting cup and 
up to 12 samples. This event is for adults 

21+ only. 

Proceeds from Brew at the Zoo help take 
care of the animals that call Cameron Park 

Zoo their home!(Member: $35, Regular: $45, 
Designated Driver: $15.) 

Tickets available now! T-shirt: $15 (must be 
ordered by October 1 to guarantee size).
MORE INFO: cameronparkzoo.com/

specialevents/brew-at-the-zoo/

Put on your favorite costume, invite 
your family and friends, and make plans 

to join our South Waco Community 
Center staff this October! Staff is hosting 

a Trunk-or-Treat event from 6 p.m. to 
8 p.m. on Wed, Oct 20th at the Hart-

Patterson Track and Field Complex (3113 
Clay Ave). All ages are welcome, and the 

event is FREE. Call (254) 750-8650 for 
information.

Bledsoe-Miller and Dewey Community 
Centers will also host a joint Trunk-
or-Treat event on Wed, Oct 27th. 

*Event time and location TBA. For 
information, call (254) 750-8684 or 

(254) 750-8677.

SPOOK-tacular Fun!
SPOOK-tacular Fun!

Fall Youth Football League:
• Registration: September 21 - October 15
• Individual Registration Fee: $50
• Late Registration: October 18 - 22                                                               
• Late Individual Registration Fee: $60
• Manager’s Meeting: 6 p.m. on November 

3 at South Waco Community Center, 
2815 Speight Ave.

• League Begins:  November 
13

• Location: Community 
Centers

• Age: 4&U, 6&U, 8&U, 10&U, 
12&U, 14&U, High School 
Division

• Games: 8 Game Season

FOR INFORMATION, CALL OUR ATHLETICS DIVISION AT 254.750.5875

COVID-19 INFORMATION

Winter Youth Basketball League:
• Registration: October 4 - 29
• Late Registration: November 1 - 5
• Team Registration Fee: $375 per division
• Late Entry Fee: $400 per team                                                                      
• Individual Registration Fee: $50 per 

individual
• Late Registration Fee: $60 per individual
• Developmental Registration Fee: $40 per 

individual
• Late Developmental Registration Fee: $50 

per individual
• Draft Day: November 11
• Practice Begins: December 6
• League Begins: January 8
• Age: 3-4, 5, 6 (Developmental League) 

8&U, 10&U, 12&U, 14&U

Zoo Project Breaks GroundZoo Project Breaks GroundZoo Project Breaks Ground

PLEASE GET VACCINATED!
The vaccines are safe and effective and are the best tool 

available to end the COVID-19 pandemic. Millions of 
Americans have already safely received the vaccine.

REGISTER FOR A VACCINE - FREE
Not feeling well? Were you exposed to someone with COVID-19? Seek 

care and get tested. You don’t have to go straight to the Emergency Room 
if your symptoms are not severe. Find all the information you need at: 

COV I DWACO . CO M

SPOOK-tacular Fun!


