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Table 1: Notifiable Disease Statistics, McLennan County 2014 

Communicable Disease Investigations 2013 2014 

Anoplasmosis 0 1 

Aseptic (viral) meningitis 1 0 

Campylobacteriosis 36 28 

Cyclosporiasis 0 1 

Cryptosporidiosis 16 17 

Haemophilus Influenza, invasive  0 2 

Hepatitis A, acute 4 1 

Hepatitis B Perinatal 0 0 

Hepatitis B, acute 4 2 

Legionellosis 2 2 

Lyme disease 4 2 

Malaria 0 1 

Multidrug-resistant organisms (MDRO) 0 1 

Pertussis 10 12 

Salmonellosis 71 99 

Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli (STEC) 5 4 

Shigellosis 23 133 

Spotted Rickettsiosis Fever  0 1 

Streptococcus Pneumoniae, invasive disease  2 5 

Streptococcus, invasive Group A 1 3 

Streptococcus, invasive Group B 3 2 

Tuberculosis 9 1 

Varicella (Chickenpox) 27 18 

West Nile (Fever & Encephalitis) 0 1 

TOTAL 221 337 

WMCPHD works with local partners to track reportable diseases on 24/7/365 basis.    

For more information, visit the Disease Reporting page at:                                                           

www.wacomclennanphd.org 

In 2014, the Waco-McLennan County 

Public Health District (WMCPHD) re-

ceived and investigated 337 notifiable 

condition reports (Table 1), compared to 

221 in 2013. The higher number of re-

ports in 2014 was mainly attributed  to 

Salmonella and Shigella cases in the 

county.  These disease numbers include 

all the reports that were received by 

various surveillance methods to the 

WMCPHD and were later defined as 

confirmed, probable, or not a case after 

completion of investigation.  

 

Vaccine Preventable Diseases (VPD) 

In 2014, 38 of the reported diseases 

were vaccine preventable (VPDs) com-

pared to 47 in 2013. There was a slight 

decline in VPDs  from 2013 to 2014 with 

a limited number of small outbreaks 

contributing to the decline.  



The Health District investigated 281 Gastrointestinal 

disease reports in 2014, which is almost double the 

amount in 2013 (Table 2). 

Salmonella and Shigella had significant increases 

from 2013 to 2014, with Shigella seeing close to  5 

times more cases reported (Figure 1). There were no 

clusters or significant outbreaks that accounted for 

this large increase.  

 

GASTROINTEST INAL DISEASE 
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The  Waco-McLennan County Public Health District 

(WMCPHD) implements year round surveillance of 

influenza and influenza-like illness (ILI).  

During the 2014-2015 flu season, the WMCPHD re-

ceives reports of influenza or influenza-like illness 

(ILI) from multiple sources.  The reporting sources 

included hospitals, clinics, private providers, and 

school nurses.  The graph below shows the distribu-

tion of influenza and ILI cases in McLennan County 

reported to the Health District by week reported. 

McLennan County has seen mostly Flu A this season, 

this is partly  due to a drifted strain of Flu A that the 

vaccine is not effective against. For more detailed 

information, visit: www.cdc.gov/flu  

Table 2: GI Illness 2012 2013 2014 

Campylobacter 28 36 28 

Cryptosporidium 14 16 17 

E-Coli 7 5 4 

Salmonella 68 71 99 

Shigella 9 23 133 

Total GI Illness 126 151 281 

INFLUENZA SEASON 2014 -2015 

McLennan County Flu Activity 

WMCPHD commonly receives an increased number of  Influenza Like 

Illnesses (ILI), Flu A, Flu B and Flu Non-Differentiated (ND) during the 

months of  November, December and January. Annual Flu and Flu like 

activity counts and trends are shown in the picture below. 
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Figure 1: Gastrointestinal Reports Received by 
WMCPHD, 2012-2014

2012

2013

2014



On September 29, 2014, the first case of Ebola was diagnosed in the United States. Thomas Eric Duncan, a native of Liberia, 

traveled to Dallas to be with family but subsequently became ill. Liberia is one of three countries in West Africa being devastat-

ed by the largest outbreak of Ebola in history. The outbreak began in West Africa in March of 2014, but it was not until the case 

in Dallas that the threat of this disease became real for most Americans. Although Ebola represented a relatively new threat to 

the U.S. and particularly McLennan County, Texas, the Public Health Emergency Preparedness and the Epidemiology Programs 

at the Waco-McLennan County Public Health District plan and prepare for and respond to infectious disease outbreaks on a 

daily basis. This event provided us an opportunity to put our planning efforts to work. 

Immediately after the first case was diagnosed in Dallas, the Preparedness Program pulled together a meeting with Prepared-

ness and Epidemiology staff, as well as the Health District Director, the Local Health Authority, and representatives from Emer-

gency Management. This group began assessing the situation in Dallas, the threat level to McLennan County, and what activi-

ties needed to take place to ensure the response partners in our county were as prepared as possible to respond to a potential 

Ebola case. Since the outbreak in West Africa had been going on for several months prior to the case in Dallas, the Health Dis-

trict had already been sharing information about Ebola with our healthcare providers for several weeks. These efforts were 

continued and new resources were developed to ensure healthcare providers were aware of the risk factors for Ebola, which 

included a travel history to West Africa or contact with the patient in Dallas and presentation of symptoms. A meeting with first 

responders, hospitals, and elected officials was organized, in conjunction with Emergency Management, to inform everyone 

about the disease and discuss how each agency would respond to a potential case. A video was recorded featuring our Epide-

miologist explaining the history of Ebola, how it is transmitted, and how it is controlled using basic public health and epidemio-

logical principles.  The Health District’s Public Information Officer provided several media interviews to help dispel some of the 

panic and misinformation that was circulating amongst the general public. Several members of the Health District’s staff were 

trained on how to conduct contact tracing and monitoring in the event that a case of Ebola presented in McLennan County. The 

month of October saw these and many other activities to educate and inform the public and our healthcare providers on miti-

gating and responding to the threat of Ebola. As long as the outbreak in West Africa continues to rage on, the possibility of the 

disease coming back to the U.S. is still real. The Health District Preparedness team will continue to work with healthcare and 

emergency response partners to ensure the latest information is shared, and if a response is needed, it will be effectively coor-

dinated. 

Ebola is just one of many global health threats that we, as the healthcare and public health community, will continue to face. 

Our world is becoming increasingly smaller and more interconnected through more convenient and frequent methods of inter-

national travel.  The Preparedness and Epidemiology programs will continue to work together and with all of our healthcare 

partners to ensure our community is able to effectively respond to infectious diseases and hazards of all types that could im-

pact the health and safety of our community. 

Waco-McLennan County Public Health District’s Epidemiology and Public Health Prepared-

ness Departments partnered with regional, state and federal epidemiologists to conduct an 

epidemiologic investigation. The initial study was completed and results were reported to 

the community stakeholders and public health professionals across the state. A follow-up 

study with physician offices is currently underway in an attempt to capture any potentially 

uncharacterized information from the initial injury study. The report, Injuries Related to the 

West (Texas) Fertilizer Plant Explosion can be found at: www.wacomclennanphd.org under 

the Epidemiology page.  

PUBLIC HEALTH PREPAREDNESS  

INJURY INVESTIGATION OF WEST FERTILIZER PLANT EXPLOSION 
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225 W. Waco Drive 

Waco, Texas 76706 

Phone: 254-750-5450 

Fax: 254-750-5405 

Website: www.wacomclennanphd.org 

W A C O - M C L E N N A N  C OU N T Y  
P U B L I C  H E A L T H  D I S T R I C T  

Texas law requires all pregnant women be screened for Hepatitis B at the first 
prenatal visit and at the time of delivery for each pregnancy (Texas Administra-
tive Code Title 25, Part 1 Chapter 97, subchapter F, §97.135 )   

Role of Health Care Providers: 

 Mandatory reporting of all positive HBsAg mothers to WMCPHD (according to Texas Administrative Code Title 25, Part 1 
Chapter 97, subchapter A, §97.3) 

 Screening of all pregnant women for HBsAg at the first prenatal visit and at delivery 

 Reporting all HBsAg-positive women to the Waco-McLennan County  Public Health District (WMCPHD) 

The Waco-McLennan County Public Health District offers the following free and confidential services to women who are re-
ported as HbsAG positive: 

 Testing of all household and sexual contacts 

 Hepatitis B vaccination for all contacts who test negative for HBV 

 Case management services for the mother and infant for up to the first 2 years of life 

 Education for the pregnant woman and her family on Hepatitis B 

 Hepatitis B vaccination and serology testing of the infant at 12-15 months if the client chooses not to use a private provider 

We also offer training for physicians, nurses or other staff on Perinatal Hepatitis B. Please feel free to contact us at 254-750-
5483 if you have any questions. 

Promote * Prevent * Protect 

PERINATAL HEPATITIS B PREVENTION PROGRAM 

ANNUAL REPORT 

The Waco-McLennan County Public Health District performs activities on a daily basis geared toward protecting the health of the 
McLennan County community as a whole, and to assure the conditions necessary for people to live healthy, productive lives.  On 
a daily basis, the Epidemiology Department reviews, investigates, and reports all cases of communicable disease recognized as 
Notifiable Diseases in Texas.  This allows for monitoring of disease trends and detection of outbreaks.  

Disease reporting allows us to conduct investigations that provide pertinent information for the prevention and control of disease 
spread. 

The Waco-McLennan County Public Health District has a 24/7 number that can be utilized to report any case of disease, cluster of 
diseases, or unusual presentation of disease.   

The 24/7 disease reporting number is (254) 750-5411. 

If you have any questions please contact Kahler Stone, Epidemiologist at (254) 750-5775.   

Reports may also be faxed to (254) 750-5405. 

For more Information on disease statistics and reporting can be found at: www.wacomclennanphd.org  

24/7 DISEASE REPORTING 

At the Waco-McLennan County Public Health District, pro-
tecting the community’s health is our mission.  The Health 
District serves a population of more than 230,000 in and 
around McLennan County.  Examples of the services we 
provide include health education, diabetes education, nu-
trition counseling, immunizations, disease surveillance and 
control, WIC, STD & HIV, public health preparedness, birth 
and death records and environmental health inspections. 


