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NATIONAL RESOURCE NETWORK AND NYU PARTNER WITH 
FLINT, KANSAS CITY, PROVIDENCE AND WACO 

TO PROVIDE FIRST-EVER LOCAL HEALTH DATA DASHBOARD 
 
The National Resource Network (the Network), part of the White House Initiative on Strong 
Cities, Strong Communities (SC2), along with NYU Langone Medical Center and NYU’s Robert F. 
Wagner Graduate School of Public Service today announced the launch of a Municipal Health 
Data for American Cities Initiative. With funding from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the 
Network and NYU are working to develop a first-ever dashboard for essential health data for 
U.S. cities. Four cities – Flint, Michigan, Kansas City, Kansas, Providence, Rhode Island and Waco, 
Texas – will work with the Network and NYU through the year to pilot the effort. 
 
The Municipal Health Data for American Cities Initiative will frame federal and county data at 
the municipal level, extract key benchmarks that are embedded in existing city-level data, and 
create entirely new indicators through big data and social media activity. Health measures will 
be developed based on input from city leaders, federal data providers, data experts at NYU’s 
Center for Urban Science and Progress (CUSP), and other experts in urban health metrics. The 
list of measures will be finalized by this April and an interactive website will be available this 
September.  
 
“In our work with nearly 50 cities across the nation, we have learned that city governments 
want to improve the physical health of their residents as much as the fiscal health of their 
cities,” said David Eichenthal, Executive Director of National Resource Network. “But most 
health data in the United States is simply unavailable at the city level. Working with four of our 
existing Network cities and NYU, and with the strong backing of the Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation, the Municipal Health Data for America’s Cities Initiatives will give local decision 
makers the data that they need to work to create healthier communities.” 
 
The cities will also constitute the newly formed National Resource Network Peer Health Group 
to inform the process and ensure that the metrics selected for inclusion in the dashboard are 
useful, innovative and actionable for city leaders. 
 
“Flint, Kansas City, Providence and Waco will have the chance to pioneer the use of health data 
specific to their municipality to better understand the health challenges they face and the steps 
they can take to improve the lives of their residents,” said Marc Gourevitch, MD, MPH, chair of 
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the Department of Population Health at NYU Langone Medical Center. “The pilot project will 
provide these cities the chance to take advantage of a dynamic new resource for improving 
urban population health, as well as allow the public health field the opportunity identify 
innovative measures that extend beyond those currently in use to measure health and health 
equity.”  
 
The four cities were selected for the pilot project in part because of their participation in the 
National Resource Network or other parts of the SC2 initiative and their commitment to 
addressing local health challenges. 
 
Flint, Michigan – In its application to participate as a pilot city, the City identified additional 
health concerns including obesity and maternal, infant, and prenatal health issues including low 
birth weight and premature deaths. City leaders are also interested in examining the local food 
system, housing quality, public safety, educational support, workforce opportunities, and 
transportation systems as they work to address Flint’s health issues. Currently, Flint is facing a 
public health crisis in connection to lead levels in its water supply. The U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development (HUD) has provided technical guidance on lead health issues 
to Flint and the State of Michigan. In addition, HUD has created data fields in its grants 
management data system so the State, one of HUD’s lead hazard control grantees, can track 
outreach and enrollment for lead hazard control work in homes of families with water-related 
concerns. The SC2 initiative has supported Flint by assigning a community solutions team to the 
City. Additionally, the SC2 federal team on the ground will extend its two-year engagement 
beyond June through the end of 2016, continuing to focus on economic development while also 
supporting the broader federal response effort. 
 
Kansas City, Kansas – Governed under the Wyandotte County Unified Government, Kansas City 
struggles with a number of socioeconomic challenges, including poverty, unemployment, low 
graduation rates, food deserts, and housing that is either inadequate or insufficient. In the 
urban core, access to healthy foods is a particular concern. Kansas City leaders plan to use city 
health data to inform their efforts to make the city more safe and livable. They are also 
interested in using social media tracking to identify health topics by neighborhood. The Network 
has supported the city in its efforts to develop an innovative Healthy Campus in downtown 
Kansas City. 
 
Providence, Rhode Island – Providence is Rhode Island’s largest and most ethnically diverse 
community. The City’s residents face health challenges including high chronic disease and 
related risk factor burdens that disproportionately affect Providence's low-income residents and 
communities of color. Providence plans to employ population-based strategies based on the 
data that focus on high-risk, vulnerable groups, and that expand the reach and health impact of 
improvements across sectors. The Network is working with City officials to develop a ten-year 
financial plan with a goal of both balancing the budget and improving quality of life. 
 
Waco, Texas – Waco identified access to care, obesity, women’s health, and mental health as 
the community’s top health concerns. The community is lacking in data about mental health. 
Community leaders are interested in progressive ways to analyze mental health from innovative 
uses of social media to gauge the mental state of the community, as well as ways to better 
gauge the city’s walkability and perceived safety. The Network is working with City officials and 



community stakeholders in support of Prosper Waco, a public-private collective impact initiative 
designed to reduce poverty by improving education, financial security and health outcomes. 
 
About National Resource Network 
The National Resource Network is a component of the White House Council on Strong Cities, 
Strong Communities Initiative, and is a $10 million technical assistance program funded by the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. The Network is being implemented by a 
group of leading experts from the private and public sectors, including Enterprise Community 
Partners, Public Financial Management, HR&A Advisors, New York University's Robert F. Wagner 
Graduate School of Public Service and the International City/County Management Association. 
The Network develops and delivers innovative solutions to American cities to help them address 
their toughest economic challenges. More information about the National Resource Network is 
available online at http://nationalresourcenetwork.org. You can also follow the National 
Resource Network on Twitter @NatlResourceNet.  
 
About the Department of Population Health at NYU Langone Medical Center 
The Department of Population Health at NYU Langone Medical Center unites the fields of 
medicine and public health to improve the health of populations in New York City and around 
the globe and to educate students to become leaders in healthcare delivery, health policy, and 
public health. Partnering with colleagues at NYU Langone, NYU Lutheran, Bellevue Hospital, and 
diverse community and private sector organizations, the Department conducts basic and applied 
research to improve the quality and effectiveness of healthcare and to prevent and better 
manage disease. Trained in diverse disciplines, the Department’s more than 60 core faculty and 
200 dedicated staff specialize in research areas including: healthcare delivery science, health 
economics and policy, epidemiology, biostatistics, medical ethics, early childhood development, 
community health and health equity, decision science, and tobacco, alcohol, and drug use 
prevention and treatment. Its funders include the National Institutes of Health, the U.S. Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality, the 
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Institute, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services, 
the New York State Department of Health, the New York City Department of Health & Mental 
Hygiene, and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. For more information, please visit: 
http://www.med.nyu.edu/pophealth. 
 
About the Robert F. Wagner Graduate School of Public Service at NYU 
NYU Wagner has been educating and preparing the world’s future public service leaders since 
1938. Our students translate personal commitment into nonprofit, public, and private sector 
careers that have an impact on the world’s most pressing issues. Our faculty conduct research 
that changes the way people frame, understand, analyze, and act on issues of public 
importance. For more information, please visit www.wagner.nyu.edu.  
 
About Robert Wood Johnson Foundation  
For more than 40 years the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation has worked to improve health 
and health care. We are striving to build a national Culture of Health that will enable all to live 
longer, healthier lives now and for generations to come. For more information, visit 
www.rwjf.org. Follow the Foundation on Twitter at www.rwjf.org/twitter or on Facebook at 
www.rwjf.org/facebook. 
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